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INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 AGRE-00 COME-OO CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 STR-04 L-03 SS-15 NSC-05 OMB-01 /053 R 

DRAFTED BY ATF:BDOUGHERTY :JH 
APPROVED BY EB/OT/STA:JSSPIRO 
EB/OT/STA:GWHITE 
STR:BSTEINBOCK 
AGRIC:WDOERING 
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072225 /62 

R 202102Z DEC 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 

UNCLAS STATE 307278 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: RESTRICTION ON BRANDY IMPORTS 

1 . WE WERE CONTACTED BY FROMM AND SICHEL INC. OF SAN 
FRANISCO CALIFORNIA CONCERNING A PROBLEM THEY HAVE 
RECENTLY ENCOUNTERED EXPORTING U.S. BRANDY TO TRINIDAD. 

A RECENT SHIPMENT OF 25 CASES OF CHRISTIAN BROTHERS BRANDY 
DESTINED FOR PAUREL & COMPANY LTD. P.O. BOX 433, PORT 
OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD ATTN: C. QUESNEL WAS DENIED ENTRY BY 
GOTT CUSTOMS ON THE BASIS OF INSUFFICIENT ALCOHOIC 
STRENGTH. 

2. AS WE UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM, GOTT DOES NOT PERMIT 
ENTRY OF BRANDY HAVING ALCOHOLIC CONTENT OF LESS THAN 75 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 307278 

PROOF AS DETERMINED BY THE BRITISH-SIKES METHOD, UNLESS 
DOCUMENTATION IS GIVEN THAT THE BRANDY HAS BEEN MATURED 
FOR ATLEAST TEN YEARS. IT IS NOT COMMON IN THE U.S. TO 
AGE BRANDY FOR THIS PERIOD OF TIME. FURTHER MORE, MOST 
U.S. BRANDY IS BOTTLED AT 80 DEGREES PROOOF AS DETERMINED 
BY U.S. MEASUREMENT PROCURES. THIS DEGREEE OF ALOCHOLIC 
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STRENGTH WHEN CALCULATED PY SIKES METHOD IS LESS THAN 75 
DEGREES BRITISH PROOF. THUS THE REQUIREMENT SERVES TO 
EFFECTIVELY BAR U.S. BRANDIES WHICH MAY BE FREELY MARKETED 

WITHIN THE U.S. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT THE GOTT 
RESTRICTION IS BASED UPON AN OLD BRITISH REQUIREMENT 
WHICH THE BRITISH HAVE SINCE REVISED TO ACCOMMODATE 
BRANDIES BOTTLED AT 80 DEGREES U.S.-PROOF. 

3. PLEASE CONTACT GOTT OFFICIALS TO DETERMINE WHETHER 

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MATTER IS CORRECT AND WHETHER 
REGULATIONS ARE BEING APPLIED IN NON-DISCRIMINATOR Y 
MANNER. ALSO, PLEASE VERIFY IF THE GOTT REQUIREMENT 
WAS INDEED BASED ON AN OLD BRITISH LAW. AND IF SO EXPLORE 
WITH GOTT OFFICIALS WHETHER CHANGES CAN BE MADE TO 
ACCOMMODATE BRANDIES WITH LESS THAN REQUIRED SIKES PROOF. 
WE HOPE MATTER CAN BE RESOLVED SO AS TO ENABLE THE 
IMPORTATION OF U.S. BRANDIES. 

KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: IMPORT CONTROLS, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 20 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
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Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE307278 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BDOUGHERTY:JH 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760467-0299 
From: STATE 
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Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 227/aaaaaxhl. tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUN 2004 by chengls>; APPROVED <31 AUG 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
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Subject: RESTRICTION ON BRANDY IMPORTS 
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